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LGBTQ History takes centre stage at 
Heritage Open Days 2017 

Joe Meek.  Alan Turing.   
Denis Wirth-Miller & Richard Chopping.   

Gilbert Bradley & George. 
This year, Heritage Open Days will tell four extraordinary stories. 

The belief that history belongs to all of us has always been at the heart of Heritage Open Days, 
England’s biggest festival of history.  This year, thanks to additional funding by players’ of People’s 
Postcode Lottery, the festival is focusing on LGBTQ heritage, with a series of newly-
commissioned, community-focused arts events, collectively known as Unsung Stories.   In 
Oswestry (Shropshire), Knutsford (Cheshire), Holloway (north London) and Wivenhoe (Essex), 
visitors will be able to watch, listen, learn and even take part in live theatrical events, that tell four 
very different stories of bravery, creativity, defiance and love. 

“These four stories are the type of under-explored and hidden histories that make Heritage Open 
Days such a unique festival,” says HODs manager, Annie Reilly.  “We’re proud to be working with 
a diverse range of skilled and sensitive artists, who will connect communities across the country 
with compelling, vital stories from their local LGBTQ history.  Sharing stories, all our stories, is at 
the core of Heritage Open Days and these events extend the range and scope of our work in 
exciting and innovative ways.”  

Sept 7-10th      www.heritageopendays.org.uk    #unsungstories 

Gilbert & Gordon: Then All The World Could See How in Love We Are 
Theatre performance collective KILN will tell the story of Gilbert Bradley and his secret lover, 
Gordon, both soldiers in World War II.  Their affair was only revealed after Bradley’s death, when 
a series of love letters between the two men were discovered.  In the run-up to, and during, 
Heritage Open Days, locals and visitors will be able to write their own love letters in a series of 
workshops with KILN.  Over the HODs weekend, these letters will feed a memorial flame; after 
the closing ceremony, the ashes will be gathered and converted into a commemorative diamond, 
which will be exhibited at the Oswestry Museum.  
Olivia Winteringham (KILN) in collaboration with Oswestry Town Museum 

http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/


The Turing Trial: Regina v Turing & Murray 
2017 marks the 65th anniversary of the trial of Alan Turing, mathematician, code breaker and 
pioneer in computer science. Found guilty of gross indecency in 1952, he accepted a sentence of 
chemical castration in order to avoid prison. This new theatrical and immersive work from RE-
DOCK (working with the local community and LGBTQ artists across Greater Manchester) will 
offer visitors the chance to experience the trial in the Knutsford courtroom where it originally 
took place. The play will combine a traditional theatrical setting with virtual reality opportunities, 
enabling visitors to explore different viewpoints of the trial and of Turing’s work. 
Re-Dock in collaboration with SHIFT.   

From Wivenhoe with Love, Essex  
The love affair between renowned landscape painter Denis Wirth-Miller, and his partner Richard 
Chopping - famous for his cover illustrations of James Bond novels – lasted for an extraordinary 
71 years.  Over fifty of them were spent in Wivenhoe, Essex; together they bought a frisson of 
bohemian life to a small, provincial town, along with five decades of British Art.  Renowned queer 
artist Scottee, along with Miller and Chopping’s official biographer, Jon Lys Turner, will celebrate 
their lives and love for each other in a weekend festival of new performance work, talks and 
workshops. 
Scottee, supported by Radical Essex 

Joe Meek: 304 Holloway Road  
The story of sixties songwriter and producing maestro Joe Meek is one of spectacular, albeit 
short-lived, success, and the horrifying downward trajectory that followed, ending in the murder 
of his landlady, before he turned the gun on himself.  Live artist Julie Rose Bower will create a trail 
around the area of North London where Meek was based, taking in installations created over the 
summer with local communities.  The route will end at Meek’s house, with live performance and 
digital projections onto his former residence. 
Julie Rose Bower 

For more information, interviews with the artists, or images please contact: 

Annabelle Thorpe,   
National Media Manager 
0771 404 7862 
annabelle.thorpe@heritageopendays.org.uk 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

About Heritage Open Days 
• Heritage Open Days is co-ordinated and promoted nationally by the National Trust with funding by

players of People’s Postcode Lottery, and run locally by a large range of organisations (including civic
societies, heritage organisations, and local councils, community champions and thousands of
enthusiastic volunteers).

• Heritage Open Days is England’s contribution to European Heritage Days, taking place across 50
countries. Other events in the UK are Doors Open Days in Scotland (www.doorsopendays.org.uk);
Open Doors Days in Wales (www.cadw.wales.gov.uk/opendoors/?lang=en); European Heritage Open
Days in Northern Ireland (www.ehsni.gov.uk); Open House London (www.open-city.org.uk)



People’s Postcode Lottery 

• People’s Postcode Lottery is a charity lottery. Players play with their postcodes to win cash prizes, while
raising money for charities and good causes across Great Britain and globally 
• A minimum of 30% goes directly to charities and players have raised £197.5 Million for good causes
across the country 
• £10 for 10 draws paid monthly in advance with prizes every day. For further prize information visit:
www.postcodelottery.co.uk/prizes 
• Maximum amount a single ticket can win is 10% of the draw revenue to a maximum of £400,000
• Players can sign up by Direct Debit, credit card or PayPal online at www.postcodelottery.co.uk, or by
calling 0808 10-9-8-7-6-5 
• Postcode Lottery Limited is regulated by the Gambling Commission under licences Number: 000-000829-
N-102511-013 and Number: 000-000829-R-102513-012. Registered office: Titchfield House, 69/85 
Tabernacle Street, London, EC2A 4RR 
• People's Postcode Lottery manages multiple society lotteries promoted by different charities. For details
on which society lottery is running each week, visit www.postcodelottery.co.uk/society 

http://www.postcodelottery.co.uk/prizes
http://www.postcodelottery.co.uk/
http://www.postcodelottery.co.uk/society

