
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

It’s a Party ! 
Heritage Open Days celebrates 20 years  

with a Fantastic Festival of History 
 

Towers and tunnels, factories and follies, chapels and synagogues – thousands of England’s most 
unique and undiscovered historic sites will be throwing open their doors for free in September, as 

Heritage Open Days celebrates its 20th anniversary.   
 

“2014 is a landmark year for Heritage Open Days,” says Loyd Grossman, Patron of Heritage Open 

Days.  “Over the last two decades we’ve enabled millions of people to visit thousands of places that are 

normally closed to the public, helping to put local heritage at the forefront of community life 

throughout England. This summer we’re looking forward to our most spectacular festival ever – a 

unique national celebration that brings our hidden history to life.” 
 
The four-day festival promises a more diverse array of events than ever before, ranging from 1950s tea-
dances to Elizabethan garden parties.  Join guided walks, visit secret archives, discover hidden works of 

art – or simply pack a picnic and soak up the sunshine in a garden of your choice. 
 

Join the Celebration: Thursday 11 – Sunday 14 September 
www.heritageopendays.org.uk 

 

NEW HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2014:  
 
*  Old Hall Hotel, Buxton Originally built by the Earl of Shrewsbury in 1674 to provide 

accommodation for Mary, Queen of Scots while she was under house arrest, the Old Hall is now a 

hotel.  Visitors will have a rare chance to see the room where she was kept prisoner, and the Queen 

herself will be present, to give a talk on her life and the time she spent in Buxton.  
 
*  Cadland House Gardens, Fawley, Southampton – Not normally open to the public, the Cadland 
Estate is home to beautiful gardens, originally designed by Capability Brown in 1775.  Green-fingered 
visitors can take a guided tour of the grounds and have their horticultural questions answered by head 
gardener Peter Chadwick.  
 
* South Devon Railway Behind the Scenes – A unique chance to explore many parts of the railway 
that are not normally accessible to the public.  Visit the original signal box and diesel locomotive cabs 
at Buckfastleigh, take a guided tour of Staverton station and let the kids loose on the interactive exhibits 
at the SDR Museum. 

http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/


* Cheylesmore Manor, Coventry – The remnants of a medieval royal palace, the magnificent timber 
building is thought to date back to the 13th century and once belonged to Queen Isabella, wife of 
Edward II.  It currently houses a Register Office – the oldest building in the country to hold that 
function.  Visitors can discover the gatehouse and two wings of the original Manor House 
 
* Lord Hill’s Column, Shrewsbury –  Climb 172 steps to the top of the tallest Doric Column in 
England, built in 1814-16 at the expense of the people of Shropshire to honour their local hero, Lord 
Hill – the Duke of Wellington’s most trusted general at Waterloo.  A viewing platform at the top gives 
spectacular views. 
 
* Cowbridge Sawmill, Exmoor –  Taking part in Heritage Open Days is a great way to celebrate 
community restoration projects, and the Sawmill is a 700-year-old mill, forge and working water-wheel 
that are currently being restored by the local community.  All the buildings will be open to visitors, 
along with a collection of local machinery and a working blacksmith will give demonstrations and be on 
hand to answer questions. 

 
Take A Step Back:  
 
Costumed re-enactors and living history events are a great way to really experience local history, and 
there’s a wide choice of events in 2014. 
 

 The annual Leigh for All event in Lancashire focuses on the First World War in 2014, with a 
family history fair, costumed Edwardian guides and a vintage car rally.  Visitors will have the 
chance to try Edwardian food and drink and learn what happened to local families who became 
involved in the conflict. 

 Remember pounds, shillings and pence?  Old money changes hands in a 1950’s post office at 
the Colne Valley Postal History Museum in Essex, where children can dress up in period 
clothes, use old money and swap historic stamps.  There is also a re-created 1980’s post office 
and 1937 telephone kiosk and Heritage Open Days offers the only chance to view the 
collection without an appointment. 

 See the Queen’s Royal West Surrey Regiment fight a nail-biting battle at Henley Fort in 
Guildford, one of thirteen fortified positions built in 1896 to defend London.  Henley is the 
most complete remaining fortification and makes a spectacular backdrop to the re-enactment.  
Henley is not normally open to the public. 

 Discover the life of soldiers during the Napoleonic Wars, with a visit to the Norman Cross 
Prison Depot in Cambridgeshire, which served as a prison from 1797-1814.  Re-enactors will 
be on hand to share stories and experiences from the period, and there will also be an 
exhibition on the Time Team investigation which took place in 2009.  Not normally open to the 
public. 

 Give the kids an insight into what their schooldays would have been like 150 years ago, with a 
visit to Sevington Victorian School in Chippenham.  Children can meet Miss Squire, the 
school teacher, join a lesson or play with Victorian toys and dress up in period clothes, while 
parents can indulge in tea and cake in the traditional parlour.  

 
Take the Kids: 
 
With every event free, Heritage Open Days makes a great family day out, with activities to keep all ages 
happy. 
 



 Head underground for An Adventure in Lead and Silver at Nenthead Mines in the North 
Pennines AONB.  The largest lead mining complex in Victorian England, parts of the mine are 
up to 350 years old and families will have a chance to explore the stories of those who worked 
hundreds of feet underground.  Back on the surface, there are 200 acres of woodland and 
moorland to explore. The mine is not normally open to the public. 

 The Lightbox, Woking’s spectacular new gallery and museum has teamed up with the WWF 
Living Planet Centre to form a self-guided family trail linking the two.  At the Lightbox, 
children can take part in a ‘handling session’ with some of the gallery’s historic exhibits. 

 Hidden gardens linked by tunnels, stepping stones and secret passageways, Biddulph Grange 
Garden in Staffordshire is the perfect natural playground, with a clutch of small gardens all 
linked to each other.  Children can climb the watch tower in the Chinese garden, feed the fish 
in the lake and hurtle up and down the 400 steps that link the different spaces. 

 The centenary of World War I looms large this summer and one of the best ways for children 
to learn about the conflict is through interactive play. At The Treasure House in Beverley, 
Yorkshire, kids can create their own identity card and make a model gas mask, as well as 
exploring the impact of the war on the local community through exhibits and displays. 

 Little performers will love the chance to go backstage at the City Varieties Music Hall in 
Leeds, and discover areas of the Victorian theatre that are not normally open to the public.  
There will be workshops and competitions for all the family, with plenty of chance to get up on 
stage for your own X-factor moment. 

 
Take a Tour:  
 
Many historic sites and institutions run special, one-off tours for Heritage Open Days – be sure to 
book your place in advance… 

 

 Sometimes the most fascinating exhibits at a museum are the ones not on display!  Discover the 
special collections and archives at Liverpool John Moores University, from the history of 
fashion to the works of Willy Russell and the songs of the Beatles – and get a unique chance to 
see material that has never been exhibited before.  

 One of the most beautiful small galleries in Europe, the Watts Gallery in Guildford, Surrey 
focuses on the works of celebrated Victorian artist G F Watts.  Adjoining the gallery is the 
artist’s home, Limnerslease, which is also open for Heritage Open Days and there are tours of 
both the gallery and the house, and special ‘mini-curator’ sessions for families. 

 New for 2014, the intriguing 14th century tower is all that remains of Caldwall Castle in 
Kidderminster, which once housed the Wintour Brothers – infamous for their role in the 1605 
Gunpowder Plot.  The tour explores the three floors of the tower, furnished in a period style 
with antiques and exhibits on local history, while outside the garden is home to the oldest tulip 
tree in Britain, dating back to the 1600s. 

 Follow in the footsteps of Charles Dickens on a one-off Dickens Visit to Redhill in 1852 
walk, which retraces his visit to the Philanthropic School for Ragamuffin Boys.  The tour uses 
his own words, from an article he published on the visit in the magazine Household Words.  

 A local community success story, Hadlow Tower in Kent was a ruined 19th century Gothic 
folly until local people joined together to restore the beautiful 130-ft tower.  Now a holiday 
cottage rental, visitors on Heritage Open Days can climb the tower and see the exhibition 
centre, which details how the restoration project unfolded. 

 Most famous as the architect who designed the Houses of Parliament, Augustus Pugin also 
designed the Church of St Augustine in Ramsgate, Kent.  On Heritage Open Days, Pugin 
fans can join a tour of the spectacular building, which also houses a world-class collection of 
stained glass.  His last remains are kept in the church. 



 
ENDS 

 
For media enquiries and images contact  

Annabelle Thorpe  07825 863525, annabelle.thorpe@heritageopendays.org.uk 

 
Notes to Editors: 
 

 Heritage Open Days is England’s contribution to European Heritage Days, taking place across 50 
countries. Other events in the UK are Doors Open Days in Scotland (www.doorsopendays.org.uk); 
Open Doors Days in Wales (www.civictrustwales.org); European Heritage Days in Northern 
Ireland (www.ehsni.gov.uk); Open House London (www.open-city.org.uk). 

 

 Heritage Open Days is run locally by a large range of organisations (including civic societies, 
heritage organisations, and local councils), community champions and thousands of volunteers. 

 

 On a national level, Heritage Open Days is co-ordinated and promoted by the Heritage Open Days 
National Partnership with funding from English Heritage. The Partnership brings together 
Europe’s largest conservation and heritage charity in the form of the National Trust 
(www.nationaltrust.org.uk), the most extensive network of local community based heritage 
organisations through Civic Voice (www.civicvoice.org.uk) and expertise from the leading coalition 
of national voluntary heritage organisations in The Heritage Alliance 
(www.theheritagealliance.org.uk).  
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