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21 June 2016 
 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

Secret Gardens, Hidden Histories 
Thursday 8 – Sunday 11 September www.heritageopendays.org.uk 

Green-fingered folk from community allotments to private gardens and civic parks across the 

country are being encouraged to celebrate the Year of the English Garden as part of Heritage 

Open Days this September. The festival is joining in with the 300th anniversary of Capability 

Brown by showcasing some of the most stunning public and private gardens in England. There will 

also be free access to the gardens and houses at a selection of National Trust properties, as well 

as lesser known private and public secret green spaces and community gardening projects with 

fascinating stories to tell.  

 

Registration for organisers closes on 1st August with hundreds of green spaces already listed. 

Highlights from across the country include Lancaster's Storey Gardens, Corbridge's Dilston Physic 

Garden, Bristol's Warmley Grottoes, Norwich's Plantation Garden, Birmingham Botanical Gardens 

and Reading International Solidarity Centre's Edible Roof Garden. 

 

Loyd Grossman, Patron of Heritage Open Days, said: “Heritage Open Days is a great opportunity 

to showcase the hidden histories behind the green spaces in your area. From formal, prize winning 

horticultural landscaping, to allotments, pub gardens and community planting projects, every 

gardener has a story to tell!” 

 

Clara Govier, Head of Charities at People’s Postcode Lottery said: “This is the chance for proud 

gardeners to take part in Heritage Open Days and an opportunity for visitors to enjoy some of 

the secret gardens in their own communities.” 

Organisers will need to register their green space with Heritage Open Days by 1st August 2016. By 

registering, all participants will be able to apply for a free marketing support pack and their event 

http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/
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will be listed at www.heritageopendays.org.uk from mid-July. For more information, visit the 

website or email info@heritageopendays.org.uk. 

 
PRESS INFORMATION 
Contact Harriet Roberts, Heritage Open Days Media Manager 
07784 129 649  harriet.roberts@heritageopendays.org.uk 
 
PHOTOS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM EVENT ORGANISERS REGISTERED SO FAR. CLOSING 
DATE FOR REGISTRATION IS 1 AUGUST 2016 

The Storey Gardens, Lancaster 
  
The Storey Gardens are a 'secret' garden providing a peaceful haven in the centre of Lancaster 
which have been closed to the public for several years: culturally rich and environmentally bio-
diverse. The gardens house The Tasting Garden, an art work created by American artist Mark 
Dion which explores ideas of mortality, nature and science.  
 
Dilston Physic Garden, Corbridge  
 
Discover the secret power of the plants around us by exploring this unique medicinal garden. 
With over 800 European medicinal plants all sign-posted to their health giving properties. Enjoy 
cutting edge science and medicine along with the magic and folklore behind each plant's use, all 
within a beautiful tranquil setting.  
 
The Plantation Garden, Norwich  
 
The Plantation Garden is a Grade II listed English Heritage garden established nearly 150 years ago 
in an abandoned chalk quarry 600 yards from the city centre. It comprises nearly three acres in all 
and includes: a huge gothic fountain, flower beds, lawns, Italianate terrace, 'medieval' terrace wall, 
woodland walkways, a 10-metre long Victorian-style greenhouse and rustic bridge.  
 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens, Edgbaston  
 
An oasis of delightful gardens, peaceful and tranquil, just one mile from the city centre. Opened in 
1832, these historic gardens are home to fascinating plant collections. Four stunning glasshouses 
filled with exotic plants take you from tropical rainforest to arid desert. Beyond, fifteen acres of 
beautiful landscaped gardens offer sunny lawns and collections of roses, alpines, perennials, rare 
trees and shrubs, ideal for picnics and exploring every day of the year. Special features include the 
Japanese Garden and National Bonsai Collection, four-flight Lawn Aviary and Rock Pool with its 
Diamond Jubilee Cascade. There is also a Woodland Walk, Pinetum and Bamboo Maze.  
 
Reading International Solidarity Centre Edible Roof Garden, Reading 
  
Small edible roof-top forest garden developed to demonstrate sustainability and our dependence 

http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/
mailto:info@heritageopendays.org.uk
mailto:harriet.roberts@heritageopendays.org.uk
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on plants. All plants in the garden have an economic use for food, clothing, medicine etc. and come 
from all over the world. Demonstration of renewable energy, water harvesting and irrigation 
systems.  
 
Warmley Grottoes, Garden and Museum, Bristol 
  
Kingswood Heritage Museum’s historic grottoes are normally closed to the public. Warmley 
Gardens can be visited, including the giant statue of Neptune. These gardens were where William 
Champion lived in the eighteenth century.  

 
Note to editors 

 
About Heritage Open Days 

• Heritage Open Days is co-ordinated and promoted nationally by the National Trust with funding by players 
of People’s Postcode Lottery, and run locally by a large range of organisations (including civic societies, 
heritage organisations, and local councils, community champions and thousands of enthusiastic volunteers). 

• Heritage Open Days is England’s contribution to European Heritage Days, taking place across 50 countries. 
Other events in the UK are Doors Open Days in Scotland (www.doorsopendays.org.uk); Open Doors Days 
in Wales (www.cadw.wales.gov.uk/opendoors/?lang=en); European Heritage Open Days in Northern Ireland 
(www.ehsni.gov.uk); Open House London (www.open-city.org.uk) 

• In 2016, Heritage Open Days and the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers have joined forces to open up 
the heritage hidden inside England’s thousands of bell towers and bring to life the four-hundred year old 
tradition of English-style bell ringing. 

 
About the Year of the English Garden 

• In celebration of one of England's greatest attractions and to mark the 300th anniversary of 'Capability' 
Brown, Visit England/Visit Britain are promoting 2016 as the Year of the English Garden with a PR campaign 
and travel trade activity. The campaign will spotlight and celebrate the country’s fabulous gardens and events 
to inspire additional or extended overnight visits during 2016. 

• More information can be found at https://www.visitbritain.org/year-english-garden-2016  

About the Capability Brown Festival 2016 

• The Capability Brown Festival unites 21 partner organisations in the UK’s largest festival of its kind to 
date.  It marks the 300th anniversary of the birth of Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown in August 1716. 

• The Festival is managed by the Landscape Institute and is funded with a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund, 
with additional match funding and funding in kind from the Festival’s partners and supporters. 

• Many Brown sites, including those not normally open to the public, will host special events, tours and 
activities throughout 2016. 

• More information can be found at www.capabilitybrown.org 

 About People’s Postcode Lottery 

People’s Postcode Lottery is a charity lottery. Players play with their postcodes to win cash prizes while raising money 
for charities and good causes across Great Britain and globally 
 
People’s Postcode Lottery is an External Lottery Manager and manages multiple society lotteries promoted by 
different causes supporting a range of charities. For details on which society lottery is running each week, visit 
www.postcodelottery.co.uk/society 

http://www.open-city.org.uk/
https://www.visitbritain.org/year-english-garden-2016
http://www.capabilitybrown.org/
http://www.postcodelottery.co.uk/society
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•         Postcode Lottery Limited is regulated by the Gambling Commission under certificate nr 000-000829-N-
102511-010 and 000-000829-R-102513-009. Registered office: Titchfield House, 69/85 Tabernacle Street, London, 
EC2A 4RR 
•         People’s Postcode Lottery players support the following Trusts – Postcode African Trust, Postcode Animal 
Trust, Postcode Care Trust, Postcode Children Trust, Postcode Community Trust, Postcode Culture Trust, Postcode 
Dream Trust, Postcode Earth Trust, Postcode Global Trust, Postcode Green Trust, Postcode Heroes Trust, Postcode 
Local Trust, Postcode Planet Trust, Postcode Support Trust, People’s Postcode Trust and Postcode Sport Trust. 
These Trusts are funded entirely by players and support a variety of good causes. For further information on each 
charity, visit: www.postcodelottery.co.uk/charities 
•         £10 for 10 draws paid monthly in advance with prizes every day. For further prize information visit: 
www.postcodelottery.co.uk/prizes 
•         A minimum of 27.5% goes directly to charities and players have raised £113.8 Million for good causes across 
the country 
•         Maximum amount a single ticket can win is 10% of the draw revenue to a maximum of £400,000 
•         Players can sign up by Direct Debit, credit card or PayPal online at www.postcodelottery.co.uk, or by calling 
0808 10-9-8-7-6-5 
•         This prize was part of the draw promoted by Postcode Local Trust and Postcode Sport Trust 
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