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A New Era for Heritage Open Days 
 

Four landmark Art ‘Interventions,’ a new Co-Patron and  

extra funding from Players of People’s Postcode Lottery  

www.heritageopendays.org.uk #allourstories 

 
Four extraordinary art ‘interventions’  are set to be the centerpiece of Heritage Open Days in 2017, as the 
country’s largest arts and heritage festival looks to broaden both its scope and appeal.  New funding from 
players of People’s Postcode Lottery has created opportunities for artists from all disciplines – from theatre 
to music, digital art or spoken word – to tender ideas for history-related events which will take place over 
the four-day weekend. 
 
Two of the locations have been confirmed; Knutsford in Cheshire and Oswestry in Shropshire.  In 
Knutsford, the courtroom that witnessed the trial of Alan Turing, will be one host site, while in Oswestry, 
the discovery of WWII love letters, from a soldier to his male lover, will form the basis of a second event.  
The further two locations have yet to be chosen.    
 
Amanda Evans, newly-appointed Creative Producer for Heritage Open Days, and former executive 
producer at Birmingham Rep and the Contact Theatre, believes the new funding from players of People’s 
Postcode Lottery presents a unique opportunity.  “Recognising that LGBT&Q heritage is largely under-
explored in mainstream culture, we hope the commissions will offer queer artists and communities an 
opportunity to celebrate new stories.  The commissioning panel will be genuinely open to a range of ideas, 
creative process and practices – from the well-known to the heritage surprise.” 
 
In addition to the new cultural focus, Heritage Open Days also welcomes a new patron in 2017, award-
winning historian, author and broadcaster Bettany Hughes.  'I love the fact that every time any of us 
walks down the street, we are in two times at once,” she says. “The power and fascination of 
history is all around and Heritage Open Days is the most brilliant way of turning this wealth into 
shared treasure. I am truly delighted and honoured to be involved.” Bettany joins existing patron, 
Loyd Grossman, to help build awareness of Heritage Open Days both as a cultural event and an 
organisation at the very heart of the heritage sector. 
 
The tender process for both the Knutsford and Oswestry events, and for the two yet-to-be confirmed 
locations is now open, and details can be found at www.heritageopendays.org.uk.  Heritage Open Days 
actively encourages applications from LGBTQ+ artists and groups. 
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For more information:  
 
Annabelle Thorpe,  
National Media Manager 
0771 404 7862 
annabelle.thorpe@heritageopendays.org.uk 
 
 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
About Heritage Open Days 
• Heritage Open Days is co-ordinated and promoted nationally by the National Trust with funding by 

players of People’s Postcode Lottery, and run locally by a large range of organisations (including civic 
societies, heritage organisations, and local councils, community champions and thousands of 
enthusiastic volunteers). 

• Heritage Open Days is England’s contribution to European Heritage Days, taking place across 50 
countries. Other events in the UK are Doors Open Days in Scotland (www.doorsopendays.org.uk); 
Open Doors Days in Wales (www.cadw.wales.gov.uk/opendoors/?lang=en); European Heritage Open 
Days in Northern Ireland (www.ehsni.gov.uk); Open House London (www.open-city.org.uk) 

 
About People’s Postcode Lottery  
• People’s Postcode Lottery is a charity lottery. Players play with their postcodes to win cash prizes, while 
raising money for charities and good causes across Great Britain and globally 
• A minimum of 30% goes directly to charities and players have raised £182.7 Million for good causes 
across the country 
• £10 for 10 draws paid monthly in advance with prizes every day. For further prize information visit: 
www.postcodelottery.co.uk/prizes  
• Maximum amount a single ticket can win is 10% of the draw revenue to a maximum of £400,000 
• Players can sign up by Direct Debit, credit card or PayPal online at www.postcodelottery.co.uk, or by 
calling 0808 10-9-8-7-6-5 
• Postcode Lottery Limited is regulated by the Gambling Commission under licences Number: 000-000829-
N-102511-012 and Number: 000-000829-R-102513-011. Registered office: Titchfield House, 69/85 
Tabernacle Street, London, EC2A 4RR      
• People's Postcode Lottery manages multiple society lotteries promoted by different charities. For details 
on which society lottery is running each week, visit www.postcodelottery.co.uk/society  
• This prize was part of the draw promoted by Postcode Green Trust 

 

Charities celebrate at People’s Postcode Lottery’s Charity Gala – image below 
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