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PRESS RELEASE 

“History is stories. All our stories.” 
Heritage Open Days tells thousands of new 

tales in 2017 

7-10th September   www.heritageopendays.org.uk   #allourstories 

England’s largest and most diverse festival of history is expanding again this year, focusing on hidden stories 
and historical secrets from thousands of towns, villages and regions across the country.  We’re opening up 
everywhere from artists’ studios to nuclear bunkers, revealing hidden gardens and historic houses, and 
telling the stories of those who lived, built, worked and died in them. 

At the heart of this year’s festival are four ‘Unsung Stories’; newly-created events, made possible by funding 
from players of People’s Postcode Lottery, focusing on personal histories from the LGBTQ community. 
‘This is a landmark year for us,” says Annie Reilly, Manager of Heritage Open Days. “We have 
artists looking at Alan Turing with a fresh lens and uncovering the love story of WWII soldiers 
Gilbert and Gordon, as well as the story of the first mosque in England, and the opening of secret 
tunnels used by mills workers in Shipley.  History is stories, all our stories, and this year, more 
than ever before, Heritage Open Days is a celebration of that.”  

ARTS EVENTS – NEW for 2017! 

From Wivenhoe with Love, Essex  
A collaboration between queer artist Scottee & Radical Essex exploring the life & times of Denis 
Wirth Miller, a renowned landscape painter and his partner, Richard Chopping, illustrator of James 
Bond covers. Through 50 years of British Art, the couple brought bohemian life to a small Essex 
town. Supported by their official biographer Jon Lys Turner, Miller and Chopping’s story will be 
celebrated in a weekend festival of new performance work, talks and workshops. 
Timings tbc 

Gilbert & Gordon: Then all the World Could See How In Love We Are, Oswestry 
Theatre performance collective KILN will be celebrating the extraordinary story of Gilbert and 
Gordon, two WWII soldiers, whose affair is told through a series of letters recently discovered in 
Oswestry.  Visitors will be able to write their own love letters and consign them to a memorial 
flame which will burn throughout the weekend;  ashes from the fire will then be made into a 
commemorative diamond. 
Timings tbc 

http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/


 

Only Open for HODs! 
 
Sussex Police, Fire & Rescue Service, Lewes, East Sussex – New for 2017! 
A unique opportunity to peer behind the scenes of Sussex Police, Fire & Rescue service's Grade 1 
listed Headquarters, which has recently undergone a major internal refurbishment.  Visitors will be 
able to see important features of the house including the stunning entrance hallway, the loft and 
walk up the main staircase which dates from 1720. 
Sat & Sun Pre-bookable tours at 10am, 12, and 2.30pm 
 
England’s First Mosque, Liverpool – New for 2017! 
Discover the story of Abdullah Quilliam, who converted to Islam in 1887 and founded the first 
Mosque in England. For almost 100 years the building was Liverpool Records office, whose staff 
called it 'The Little Mosque', unaware of its history.  Learn about the building and the work of the 
team aiming to restore it. 
Sat & Sun 10am-5pm 
 
Strawberry Studios, Stockport, Cheshire – New for 2017! 
Visit the building that housed the famous Strawberry Recording Studios from 1968-93, where 
10cc, Joy Division, The Smiths and hundreds of other artists recorded. See authentic Strawberry 
technical equipment back in its original surroundings and join the studio’s 50th anniversary 
celebrations. 
Sat & Sun 11am-4pm 
 
Gieves & Hawkes Archive, Winchester, Hampshire – New for 2017! 
G&H has dressed every British sovereign since George III, and has been one of the UK's foremost 
bespoke tailors since 1771.  On HODs weekend, visitors can see iconic historic uniforms and 
clothes, including a Hampshire Regiment colonel's jacket worn by Princess Diana. 
Thurs-Sat 9-5.30pm, Sun 10am-4pm  
 
Top Secret, Barrow Hill, Farmborough, Somerset – New for 2017! 
Now an unusual holiday home, Barrow Hill is a former Royal Observer Corps Master Nuclear 
Bunker.  Built in the centre of a megalithic barrow, it was the site for activating the 4-minute 
nuclear attack warning during the Cold War for the surrounding area.  Visitors can learn about 
the 4000 years of human activity on Barrow Hill, from Romans to Radiation. 
Sat & Sun 1000-1600 (Booking required) 
 
Durham Cathedral Garden, Durham 
Never usually open to the public, the allotment garden on the South Bailey is where the Cathedral 
grows flowers for display and cultivates plants for the Cathedral grounds. Cathedral gardeners will 
be on hand to answer questions from keen horticulturalists. 
Sat 10am-4pm 
 
Art for Everyone… 
 
“Swarm,” Skelton Grange, Leeds - new for 2017! 
Created to celebrate Skelton Grange's 25th birthday, ‘Swarm' is an ecologically-inspired exhibition, 
created by local artists, responding to the decline of bees in the landscape.  Visitors can walk 
inside an enormous 3D printed ‘Hive’ of 50,000 bees, and through woodland and meadows to see 
outdoor works of art. 
Thurs-Sun 10am-4pm (Sun from 11am) 



 

"Forest, River & Royals", Bewdley, Worcs - New for 2017! 
Forest, River & Royals is a new, original musical work written by a Bewdley composer that tells 
the story of Bewdley’s growth and development through narration, music and song.  The project 
will be staged as a Son et Lumière on the banks of the River Severn. 
Sat & Sun 8pm 
 
The Great Yarmouth Drill House, Norfolk – New for 2017! 
Celebrating its 150th anniversary in 2017, the Drill House re-opened in 2016 as an international  
circus and street arts centre, run by SeaChange.  Visitors will be able to join guided tours, 
discover the history and architectural features of the building, join art workshops and try their 
hand at circus skills. 
Sat 10am-4pm 
 
Left Bank, Leeds 
This spectacular multi-disciplinary arts venue, housed in a Grade II former Church has a 
programme of events over HODS weekend.  Thursday sees the launch of a new ‘Historic 
Timeline’ by local artist Hannah Edmonds, Friday offers the chance to explore the building and 
there are family arts workshops on Saturday.  
Thurs 6-8pm, Fri/Sat 10am-4pm 
 
Adam Aronson Noon Glass Studio, Guildford, Hampshire 
Adar Aaronson is one of the UK’s leading glass artists, with a dynamic studio producing 
contemporary handmade glass.  Visitors can watch glassblowing demonstrations and take part in a 
taster session. 
Thurs-Sat 12.15-1pm, 16.15-5pm 
 
Family Friendly… 
 
Gressenhall Farm & Workhouse, Norfolk - New for 2017! 
Costumed characters bring the history of Gressenhall alive, with plenty of chores to keep the 
workhouse inmates occupied. Kids can get creative with art workshops, and there's plenty of 
outdoor fun with an adventure playground and working farm with Suffolk Punch horses. 
Sunday 10am-5pm 
 
The Secret Tunnels of Saltaire, Shipley, W Yorks – New for 2017! 
A unique opportunity to travel back in time and walk in the footsteps of the millworkers and 
students of Victorian Saltaire who used tunnels constructed beneath the roads to get to work or 
to their studies. These tunnels have never been publicly accessible before. 
Saturday & Sunday 10am-4.30pm 
 
Stinky Tudors, Tudor House Museum, Worcester - New for 2017! 
Families visiting the 16th century Tudor House Museum will be able to experience the Stinky 
Tudors! What made Elizabeth I's teeth rot? How often did Henry VIII bathe? Where was the 
plumbing?! An interactive trail explores the lives of those who lived here during Tudor times, and 
just how stinky a city could be!   
Thurs, Sat & Sun 10am-4pm 
 
 
 
 



 

Hanley Park, Stafford - New for 2017! 
An introduction to Hanley Park's fascinating 120-year story and an update on the £6m restoration 
project, due for completion in 2018.  On Saturday, there are 'Fountains of Fun', when families can 
make a splash the Victorian way, and create their own fountains. 
Sat 10-12am 
 
Battle of Mortimer's Cross, Croft Castle, Herefordshire 

In 1461, Sir Richard Croft led his soldiers alongside Edward Mortimer, who later became Edward 
IV, to a Yorkist victory at the battle site of Mortimer's Cross. Families can see the Yorkist and 
Lancastrian camps in situ, depicting civilian and soldier life with crafts, cooking, period costume, 
weaponry, dancing, battles and music displays  
Sat 10am-5pm 
 
Discover Theatre, Groundlings Theatre Co, Portsmouth 
Families can take a tour backstage and see how this theatre was once a music venue with a 
schoolhouse downstairs.  Children can listen to stories from costumed actors and take part in 
workshops, including sword-fighting, mask-making and costume design. 
Thurs tours at 1pm & 2.30pm, Sat 12, 1, 2 & 3pm 
 
Heavenly Houses  
 
Arundells, Salisbury, Wiltshire – New for 2017! 
The former home of Sir Edward Heath, Arundells has been kept as it was when he lived there.  
Gifts from leaders including Richard Nixon, Chairman Mao and Fidel Castro sit alongside art 
works by LS Lowry, John Singer-Sargent and Walter Sickert. 
Thurs 11am-5pm 
 
Honeywood House, Sutton – New for 2017! 
A 17th century chalk and flint house with modern additions, that has been recently restored with 
an HLF grant, and is now a local museum.  Throughout the weekend Edwardian costumed guides 
will greet and talk to visitors, with activities for children. 
Sat & Sun 10am-5pm 
 
Belmont, Lyme Regis, Dorset 
An 18th century villa in Lyme Regis that was once the home of John Fowles, author of The French 
Lieutenant’s Woman.  Visitors can see his former writing room, visit the Victorian observatory 
tower, with a revolving roof and a wild garden that tumbles down to the beach. 
Sat/Sun 10am-4pm 
 
 
For more information:  
 
Annabelle Thorpe,   
National Media Manager 
0771 404 7862 
annabelle.thorpe@heritageopendays.org.uk 
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About Heritage Open Days 
• Heritage Open Days is co-ordinated and promoted nationally by the National Trust with funding by 

players of People’s Postcode Lottery, and run locally by a large range of organisations (including civic 
societies, heritage organisations, and local councils, community champions and thousands of 
enthusiastic volunteers). 

• Heritage Open Days is England’s contribution to European Heritage Days, taking place across 50 
countries. Other events in the UK are Doors Open Days in Scotland (www.doorsopendays.org.uk); 
Open Doors Days in Wales (www.cadw.wales.gov.uk/opendoors/?lang=en); European Heritage Open 
Days in Northern Ireland (www.ehsni.gov.uk); Open House London (www.open-city.org.uk) 

 
People’s Postcode Lottery 
 
• People’s Postcode Lottery is a charity lottery. Players play with their postcodes to win cash prizes, while 
raising money for charities and good causes across Great Britain and globally 
• A minimum of 30% goes directly to charities and players have raised £197.5 Million for good causes 
across the country 
• £10 for 10 draws paid monthly in advance with prizes every day. For further prize information visit: 
www.postcodelottery.co.uk/prizes  
• Maximum amount a single ticket can win is 10% of the draw revenue to a maximum of £400,000 
• Players can sign up by Direct Debit, credit card or PayPal online at www.postcodelottery.co.uk, or by 
calling 0808 10-9-8-7-6-5 
• Postcode Lottery Limited is regulated by the Gambling Commission under licences Number: 000-000829-
N-102511-013 and Number: 000-000829-R-102513-012. Registered office: Titchfield House, 69/85 
Tabernacle Street, London, EC2A 4RR 
• People's Postcode Lottery manages multiple society lotteries promoted by different charities. For details 
on which society lottery is running each week, visit www.postcodelottery.co.uk/society  
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