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Another record-breaking year!  
Over 5,500 events happening around the 

country for Heritage Open Days 2017  
 

In recent years, every part of the heritage sector – from museums to military history sites, public 
parks and local councils – has suffered huge funding cuts, leaving many organisations struggling to 

survive, relying increasingly on local volunteers and civic groups.  Once a year, Heritage Open 
Days – the country’s largest festival of history and culture – brings together these organisations, 
along with history enthusiasts, and grassroots groups, to celebrate the best of local heritage, and 

remind us that history is at the core of how we define ourselves as a nation. 
 

This year, Heritage Open Days has grown again - an increase of 300 events on 2016 and over 2,000 
organisers – representing every type of organisation, from household names such as M&S, 

Bourneville and the BFI to volunteer-run civic associations, who create unique programmes of 
walks, talks and openings.  Four landmark, newly-created arts events, focusing on LGBTQ history, 
have broadened the reach of the festival, along with a focus on natural – as well as built – heritage. 

 
“With increased pressure on funding, these are challenging times for grassroots heritage,” says 

HODs manager, Annie Reilly. “It’s therefore all the more humbling and inspiring to see our army of 
organisers grow each year, along with the number of events they create. Heritage Open Days is a 

movement; it’s people sharing, saving and enjoying our precious heritage (built, natural, intangible) 
and the extraordinary stories that surround us. This kind of local community action -and enjoyment 
-is all too rare. Anyone who doubts this country cares for its history and culture need only look for 

the pink bunting over the next four days!” 
 
 

7-10th September     www.heritageopendays.org.uk  #allourstories 
 
 
To arrange an interview with Annie Reilly, or for more information or images please contact:  
 
Annabelle Thorpe,   
National Media Manager 
0771 404 7862 
annabelle.thorpe@heritageopendays.org.uk 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
About Heritage Open Days 

http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/


 

• Heritage Open Days is co-ordinated and promoted nationally by the National Trust with funding by 
players of People’s Postcode Lottery, and run locally by a large range of organisations (including civic 
societies, heritage organisations, and local councils, community champions and thousands of enthusiastic 
volunteers). 

• Heritage Open Days is England’s contribution to European Heritage Days, taking place across 50 
countries. Other events in the UK are Doors Open Days in Scotland (www.doorsopendays.org.uk); Open 
Doors Days in Wales (www.cadw.wales.gov.uk/opendoors/?lang=en); European Heritage Open Days in 
Northern Ireland (www.ehsni.gov.uk); Open House London (www.open-city.org.uk) 

 
People’s Postcode Lottery 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
• People’s Postcode Lottery is a charity lottery. Players play with their postcodes to win cash prizes, while 
raising money for charities and good causes across Great Britain and globally 
• A minimum of 30% goes directly to charities and players have raised £212.8 Million for good causes 
across the country 
• £10 for 10 draws paid monthly in advance with prizes every day. For further prize information visit: 
www.postcodelottery.co.uk/prizes  
• Maximum amount a single ticket can win is 10% of the draw revenue to a maximum of £400,000 
• Players can sign up by Direct Debit, credit card or PayPal online at www.postcodelottery.co.uk, or by 
calling 0808 10-9-8-7-6-5 
• Postcode Lottery Limited is regulated by the Gambling Commission under licences number: 000-000829-
N-102511-014 and Number: 000-000829-R-102513-013. Registered office: Titchfield House, 69/85 
Tabernacle Street, London, EC2A 4RR 
• People's Postcode Lottery manages multiple society lotteries promoted by different charities. For details on 
which society lottery is running each week, visit www.postcodelottery.co.uk/society  
• This prize was part of the draw promoted by People’s Postcode Trust 
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