
Join us in celebrating England's rich history of invention, industry and innovation. Whether it’s
transporting visitors back to the industrial revolution, examining the inventions that power our daily
lives, highlighting the legacy of a local inventor, or showcasing cutting-edge innovations - this year we
are showcasing the diverse tapestry of English inventions that make our world go around.

Here's how you can get involved...



What is an Astounding Invention?

Good question! While we’ve put together a few resources to help you engage with our theme, we are
encouraging everyone to take time to think about this year's title and explore all interpretations of the word
‘invention’. We want to celebrate inventions big and small across the country, but the shape of those
celebrations is up to you. 

Primarily, your event should be focused on an invention or an inventor, but this can take many forms, so don’t
be afraid to get creative. And importantly, astounding inventions don’t have to be successful ones! We
welcome stories of wonders, blunders, and even short-lived oddities or outright failures.

But what if we don’t have any inventions…

Not every event will sit perfectly within our theme, but you might be
surprised! And having an on-theme event can really boost your chances
of standing out and achieving national coverage. Last year the Friends
group of a small cemetery were unsure of the theme but a quick google
sparked one of our most newsworthy events! Check out their case
study to see how they were able to make it work for them.

That said, our theme is entirely optional. If this is your first time planning
a HODs event you can read our Get Started pack here.

Include an interesting image on your registration form –
you’ll get far more press and visitor attention with one! 

 
Think about your event title - a snappy / intriguing title will
help draw people in to find out more

TICK THE THEME BOX on your registration form so we can
find your event for press highlights! 

Our top tips for a successful themed event

Press highlights

We are constantly on the look out for press and social media highlights to
help make the festival a success. Do you have a story that is extra special?
Or a great image that really speaks to our Astounding Inventions theme?
Then we'd love to hear from you. Get in touch with Liam and share your
story and images.

https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/organising/case-studies/friends-of-wombwell-cemetery
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/uploads/_document-library/GetStarted_2021.pdf
mailto:liam.montgomery@nationaltrust.org.uk


Get Inspired

Where would we be without steam trains? Computer algorithms? Chocolate
bars? Or even toothbrushes? From innovative game-changing technologies to
daily essentials, there are an overwhelming number of English inventions that
could inspire your event. Knowing where to start can be tricky, but here are
some resources that might help:

Explainthatstuff.com 
A free online directory of the history of inventions sorted chronologically
from the discovery of fire to the present day. Useful for fact and date
checking.

Ask the experts  
Why not contact local factories and industrial sites, local makers and artisans,
archives and history groups, livery companies, guilds, or clubs and see if they
have stories to share? We welcome, and encourage, collaborations with local
organisations as it can often help make your event extra special.

Explore online archives
Archives hold the most incredible stories and there’s lots of help to guide you
through the records. Archives Hub is a vast index of potential sources (and
stories!) gathered from 300+ institutions across the UK, The National
Archives ‘Discovery’ holds records from over 2,500 archives with subject-
specific research guides to help you.

Inspiration word cloud and timeline of English invention
Logo and design pack
Social media sharing templates
Working with influencers handy hints

Downloadables

We’ve created a range of resources to help you plan an Astounding
Inventions event and successfully publicise it, both online and offline:

http://explainthatstuff.com/
https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/uploads/_document-library/Word_Cloud.pdf
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/uploads/_document-library/Invention_Timeline.pdf
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/uploads/_document-library/Astounding_Inventions_Logo_Pack.zip
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/uploads/_document-library/SM_Sharing_Pack_Canva.pdf
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/uploads/_document-library/Working_With_Influencers.pdf


You could create a trail at your
site to highlight turning points of

discovery and innovation
 

Take to the streets for a
walking tour and tap into the

history of local inventors,
architects, and innovators

 
 

IDEAS TO GET YOU STARTED

You could find out which
inventions your area is famous

for and put together an
exhibition to highlight their

significance 
 

You could delve into the
history of tools with an

interactive crafting session
 

You could explore the history of
climate change and look at inventions

that power recycling, energy efficiency,
or tree planting

 

You could open up parts of
your building that are usually

closed to show off hidden
inventions

 

Why not connect with other organisers
through our Facebook community to
discuss ideas?

We're here to help

Need some more support creating an Astounding Inventions event? 
Get in touch and we’ll get back to you as soon as possible. 

Email: info@heritageopendays.org.uk AstoundingInventions

Don't forget to spread the word
 

Connect with us on social media and tag us in
your posts, we re-share event posts nationally:

HeritageOpenDay

HeritageOpenDays

HeritageOpenDays

Join here
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mailto:info@heritageopendays.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/HODsOrganisers

