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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Patron, Loyd Grossman says 
‘Treasure Your Treasures’ 

Thursday 8 – Sunday 11 September www.heritageopendays.org.uk 

Patron Loyd Grossman has launched, what he calls, ‘the world’s greatest heritage festival’, rousing 
visitors to get out and about and ‘treasure your treasures’ during Heritage Open Days between 
Thursday 8 and Sunday 11 September. He was speaking to an audience of event organisers and 
stakeholder representatives from the cultural sector at the Heritage Open Days 2016 launch event 
at RIBA in London on Tuesday 12 July.  

‘Treasure Your Treasures’ is the theme for this year’s annual four-day festival, which calls on 
communities to champion their local heritage and show their support for cultural and historic 
assets on their doorsteps. Visitors are encouraged to capture themselves on camera with the 
objects, people or places that they treasure and to share their stories online via social media using 
the hashtag #TreasureYourTreasures. Specially made Heritage Open Days frames will be 
positioned in each region at some of the free events for people to put themselves in the picture 
together with or in front of their treasures. 

The ‘treasures’ theme comes following the results of a straw poll by Heritage Open Days, which 
showed that 95% of Heritage Open Days organisers had fears about the future of places like 
museums, galleries, archives, theatres, parks and historic sites in their own communities, which 
may be facing financial uncertainty. 225 local organisers responded to the survey about their 
treasures and their level of concern about the effects of funding cuts. They felt overwhelmingly 
that Heritage Open Days had an important role to play in supporting the future of their local 
treasures. 

Loyd Grossman said the 5,000 free events held during the festival provided the ideal platform to 
stand up and shout about local treasures, engaging people in heritage as visitors and volunteers, 
and getting behind campaigns to retain access to places like museums, archives, libraries, galleries, 
theatres, parks and historic sites. 

In the last 22 years, Heritage Open Days has grown from 701 events to over 4800 in 2015 with 
some 3.4 million visitors enjoying free-to-access events and activities over four days in 
September.  Over 40,000 volunteers help to run the festival making it the biggest grassroots 
celebration of culture and heritage in the UK. It is coordinated centrally by the National Trust with 
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funding from Players of People's Postcode Lottery.  The festival provides an opportunity to 
showcase buildings and hidden histories in communities. 

The database for this year's festival is now live at www.heritageopendays.org.uk. 

PRESS INFORMATION 
Contact Harriet Roberts, Heritage Open Days Media Manager 
07784 129 649  harriet.roberts@heritageopendays.org.uk 
 
PHOTOGRAPH:  LOYD GROSSMAN, PATRON HERITAGE OPEN DAYS WITH 
BETTANY HUGHES, HISTORIAN, AUTHOR AND BROADCASTER AT THE 
LAUNCH OF HERITAGE OPEN DAYS 2016, RIBA, LONDON 
 
About Heritage Open Days 
 

• Heritage Open Days is co-ordinated and promoted nationally by the National Trust with funding by players 
of People’s Postcode Lottery, and run locally by a large range of organisations (including civic societies, 
heritage organisations, and local councils, community champions and thousands of enthusiastic volunteers). 

• Heritage Open Days is England’s contribution to European Heritage Days, taking place across 50 countries. 
Other events in the UK are Doors Open Days in Scotland (www.doorsopendays.org.uk); Open Doors Days 
in Wales (www.cadw.wales.gov.uk/opendoors/?lang=en); European Heritage Open Days in Northern Ireland 
(www.ehsni.gov.uk); Open House London (www.open-city.org.uk) 

• In 2016, Heritage Open Days and the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers have joined forces to open up 
the heritage hidden inside England’s thousands of bell towers and bring to life the four-hundred year old 
tradition of English-style bell ringing. 

 About People’s Postcode Lottery 

People’s Postcode Lottery is a charity lottery. Players play with their postcodes to win cash prizes while raising money 
for charities and good causes across Great Britain and globally 
 
People’s Postcode Lottery is an External Lottery Manager and manages multiple society lotteries promoted by 
different causes supporting a range of charities. For details on which society lottery is running each week, visit 
www.postcodelottery.co.uk/society 

•         Postcode Lottery Limited is regulated by the Gambling Commission under certificate nr 000-000829-
N-102511-010 and 000-000829-R-102513-009. Registered office: Titchfield House, 69/85 Tabernacle Street, London, 
EC2A 4RR 
•         People’s Postcode Lottery players support the following Trusts – Postcode African Trust, Postcode Animal 
Trust, Postcode Care Trust, Postcode Children Trust, Postcode Community Trust, Postcode Culture Trust, Postcode 
Dream Trust, Postcode Earth Trust, Postcode Global Trust, Postcode Green Trust, Postcode Heroes Trust, Postcode 
Local Trust, Postcode Planet Trust, Postcode Support Trust, People’s Postcode Trust and Postcode Sport Trust. 
These Trusts are funded entirely by players and support a variety of good causes. For further information on each 
charity, visit: www.postcodelottery.co.uk/charities 
•         £10 for 10 draws paid monthly in advance with prizes every day. For further prize information visit: 
www.postcodelottery.co.uk/prizes 
•         A minimum of 27.5% goes directly to charities and players have raised £113.8 Million for good causes across 
the country 
•         Maximum amount a single ticket can win is 10% of the draw revenue to a maximum of £400,000 
•         Players can sign up by Direct Debit, credit card or PayPal online at www.postcodelottery.co.uk, or by calling 
0808 10-9-8-7-6-5 
•         This prize was part of the draw promoted by Postcode Local Trust and Woodland Trust. 
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