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More than 2000 free events have already been held as part of Heritage Open Days with the final 
weekend of the festival set to be just as busy. England’s largest festival of history and culture 
returned on Friday 10 September, thanks to support from players of People’s Postcode Lottery.  

http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/


  
Volunteers have organised events that uncover and share stories from across their communities, 
while places and spaces that aren’t usually open to the public or that usually charge an entry fee 
are opening for free. Following the successful introduction of digital events last year, the HODs 
programme features a mix of in-person activities as well as talks, videos and tours that can be 
accessed online.  
 
The ten-day festival has adopted Edible England as its theme for 2021 and organisers have 
created hundreds of tasty events that focus on what we eat and drink, and how we produce, 
prepare and share it.  
 
The event directory is available on the HODs website but here are some activities to look forward 
to during the final weekend of the festival:  
 
Edible England 
 
From Mangelwurzels to Milk 
Golden Square Shopping Centre, Warrington, Cheshire 
From ration books to recipe books, mangelwurzels to milk, explore a selection of items from the 
food heritage collections at Warrington Archives. Wartime food ephemera will be amongst the 
items on display at the Pop Up Museum and Library. 
Saturday 18 September: 10am to 4pm 
Sunday 19 September: 11am to 3pm 
No booking required 
 
Walks of Life/From Field to Fork 
The Walks of Life Museum, Lincoln Road, Tuxford, Newark, Nottinghamshire, NG22 0HR 
Discover the links between food grown on the land and the meals we eat at the dinner table. Learn 
about the age-old processes that remain a feature of modern food production before exploring 
some nutritious, historic recipes from around the world.   
Saturday 18 September: 11am to 4pm 
No booking required 
 
Merrye Morsels 
Newcastle Castle, Castle Garth, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 1RQ 
Frumety, sops, and gingerbrede are on the menu this weekend. Watch and learn proper table 
manners so you don’t embarrass yourself in this medieval household then sample some cutting-
edge cuisine from the 14th Century. If it was good enough for King Richard II… 
Saturday 18 and Sunday September: 10am to 4pm 
No booking required 
 
Heritage highlights   
 
St John the Baptist Chapel, Matlock Bath 
St. Johns Road, Matlock Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4 3PQ 
Take a rare opportunity to visit this private Arts and Crafts chapel that is cut into a cliff -face. Enjoy 
sweeping views across the Derwent Valley from the oriel window of this listed building.  
Friday 17, Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 September: 11am to 3pm 
No booking required 
 
Festival of Chatham Reach 

https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/visiting
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Sun Pier House, Sun Pier, Medway Street, Chatham, Kent, ME4 4HF 
Learn about the maritime influences that shaped this distinctive area of Kent. Take a river trip 
aboard a Thames sailing barge, explore a working steam tug and stand on the deck of an 
authentic 1908 Whitstable oyster smack 
Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 September: 11am to 4pm 
No booking required 
 
High Street Sound Walks 
Various locations: Barrow-in-Furness, Lancashire; Hull, East Riding of Yorkshire; Grantham, 
Lincolnshire; Great Yarmouth, Norfolk; Reading, Berkshire; Redruth, Cornwall 
Discover the magic of local High Streets with six new immersive Sound Walks. From the cry of 
gulls in Hull and a carnival in Barrow to club beats and café bustle in Reading, the sounds and 
stories of the streets are brought to life in these special new artistic commissions. 
Available throughout the festival 
     
Digital discoveries 
 
Phillips House - In the Archives (video tours) 
Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP3 5HH 
Delve into the past with the National Trust’s archaeological archives. Join NT archaeologist, 
Nancy, for a look at what happens after the big dig. Where do the artefacts go, how are they 
stored, what happens next? 
Available online throughout the festival 
 
Virtual tour of the Insect Room tour at the Museum of Zoology 
Cambridge, Cambridgeshire 
See some of the treasures lying in the drawers of the Insect Room of the Museum of Zoology with 
expert guide Matt Hayes. Discover some of the ways in which the insect collection is being used to 
understand habitats and protect biodiversity today. 
Available online throughout the festival 
 
Discover Abbey Mills Pumping Station - ‘The Cathedral of Sewage’ 
London, Greater London 
Enjoy a rare insight into 'The Cathedral of Sewage' usually off-limits to the general public. This film 
goes behind the scenes at Abbey Mills Pumping Station, one of the hidden gems of our industrial 
heritage. 
Available online throughout the festival 
 
Sarah Holloway, Programme Manager for Heritage Open Days, said: “The festival is well 
underway but there is still time to visit those hidden places and spaces on our doorsteps and learn 
something new about where we live. This year we have more than 3800 free events so there really 
is something for everyone to see and do.” 
 
Laura Chow, Head of Charities at People’s Postcode Lottery, said: “Heritage Open Days brings 
communities across the country together to share the stories of people and places that are 
important to them. We’re so pleased our players are supporting the festival for another year.” 
 
Visit www.heritageopendays.org.uk to find events near you.  
 
ENDS 
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A selection of photos from previous HODs events is available here. 
 
press@heritageopendays.org.uk 
Francesca Baker and Gemma Pettman 
Heritage Open Days Press & Media Relations 
m: 07877 461555 (Francesca) 
m: 07968 125717 (Gemma) 
 
w: www.heritageopendays.org.uk 
p: 20 Grosvenor Gardens, London, SW1W 0DH 
Follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/heritageopenday 
Join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/heritageopendays 
Check us out on Instagram: www.instagram.com/heritageopendays 
Sign up to our Newsletter: https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/about/contact/hods-newsletter 
 
Notes to editors: 
  
About Heritage Open Days 

● Heritage Open Days is coordinated and promoted nationally by the National Trust with 
support from players of People’s Postcode Lottery, and run locally by a large range of 
organisations (including civic societies, heritage organisations, and local councils, 
community champions and thousands of enthusiastic volunteers) 

● Heritage Open Days is England’s contribution to European Heritage Days, taking place 
across 50 countries. Other events in the UK are Doors Open Days in Scotland 
(www.doorsopendays.org.uk); Open Doors Days in Wales 
(www.cadw.wales.gov.uk/opendoors); European Heritage Open Days in Northern Ireland 
(www.communities-ni.gov.uk/articles/european-heritage-open-days); Open House London 
(www.openhouselondon.org.uk) 

● Heritage Open Days will continue to monitor government guidance and public health advice 
in respect of the coronavirus pandemic and act in accordance with the requirements. The 
HODs website will be updated accordingly; please check the site regularly for updates. 

  
People’s Postcode Lottery 

● People’s Postcode Lottery manages multiple society lotteries promoted by different 
charities and good causes. People play with their chosen postcodes for a chance to win 
cash prizes. A minimum of 32% from each subscription goes directly to charities and good 
causes in Britain and internationally. Players have raised more than £600 million so far. For 
details of the charities and good causes which are promoting and benefitting from the 
lottery draws, please visit www.postcodelottery.co.uk/good-causes/draw-calendar 

● It costs £10 a month to play and winning postcodes are announced every day. The 
maximum amount a single ticket can win is 10% of the draw proceeds. For details, please 
visit www.postcodelottery.co.uk/prizes 

● New players can sign up to pay using direct debit by calling 0808 10 9 8 7 6 5. New players 
who sign up online at www.postcodelottery.co.uk can pay using direct debit, debit card or 
PayPal. 

● Postcode Lottery Limited is regulated by the Gambling Commission under licence numbers: 
000-000829-N-102511 and 000-000829-R-102513. Registered office: 2nd Floor, 31 
Chertsey Street, Guildford, Surrey, England, GU1 4HD 

● Follow us @PostcodePress 

https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/news-desk/press-gallery
mailto:press@heritageopendays.org.uk
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.heritageopendays.org.uk%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cheadofcommunications%40heritageopendays.org.uk%7Cedf71d133819424e5d9408d7c1f47aa7%7C0fba79b96423460d88eff9c3d4ca2e9f%7C0%7C0%7C637191128196177447&sdata=CSVr%2FZ3iXF9N2jB0vGErRlDiP6c6UCT9%2FRU9k9%2BrQgg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2Fheritageopenday&data=02%7C01%7Cheadofcommunications%40heritageopendays.org.uk%7Cedf71d133819424e5d9408d7c1f47aa7%7C0fba79b96423460d88eff9c3d4ca2e9f%7C0%7C0%7C637191128196177447&sdata=t96RNyB%2F%2BUeiLv8TMlpoDhCvEB9BrINjj6woahGNPYc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fheritageopendays&data=02%7C01%7Cheadofcommunications%40heritageopendays.org.uk%7Cedf71d133819424e5d9408d7c1f47aa7%7C0fba79b96423460d88eff9c3d4ca2e9f%7C0%7C0%7C637191128196187399&sdata=Pe5RbYY8F0S0SFsfwWRagRbdWKK%2B0x%2FqvpREd3oaUrM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fheritageopendays&data=02%7C01%7Cheadofcommunications%40heritageopendays.org.uk%7Cedf71d133819424e5d9408d7c1f47aa7%7C0fba79b96423460d88eff9c3d4ca2e9f%7C0%7C0%7C637191128196187399&sdata=3JT7hWsYwTggvprlYrbpSt6O22F0HiZQJB96SwREHvY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.heritageopendays.org.uk%2Fabout%2Fcontact%2Fhods-newsletter&data=02%7C01%7Cheadofcommunications%40heritageopendays.org.uk%7Cedf71d133819424e5d9408d7c1f47aa7%7C0fba79b96423460d88eff9c3d4ca2e9f%7C0%7C0%7C637191128196197358&sdata=adK30rAUa3ZGw2H4cKK1kwTIJLuAaw7LL4kne12kgeE%3D&reserved=0
http://www.doorsopendays.org.uk/
https://cadw.gov.wales/open-doors/?lang=en
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/articles/european-heritage-open-days
https://www.openhouselondon.org.uk/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.postcodelottery.co.uk%2Fgood-causes%2Fdraw-calendar&data=02%7C01%7Cheadofcommunications%40heritageopendays.org.uk%7C8e3ccc41604a46001f2908d83dd391df%7C0fba79b96423460d88eff9c3d4ca2e9f%7C0%7C0%7C637327326173360139&sdata=%2FYxB21LzNY%2FVLhvj1T9%2FuKSu03ph14BaI8XWfZlzIvk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.postcodelottery.co.uk%2Fprizes&data=02%7C01%7Cheadofcommunications%40heritageopendays.org.uk%7C8e3ccc41604a46001f2908d83dd391df%7C0fba79b96423460d88eff9c3d4ca2e9f%7C0%7C0%7C637327326173370136&sdata=AEJsTvdh5L2UdWlb2cP4OHYYl2NOa5iikkS6utNXsns%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.postcodelottery.co.uk%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cheadofcommunications%40heritageopendays.org.uk%7C8e3ccc41604a46001f2908d83dd391df%7C0fba79b96423460d88eff9c3d4ca2e9f%7C0%7C0%7C637327326173370136&sdata=IGcr8RF6xoy%2FMDkpDcBb%2Fx%2BaKEYo8ZWC2y6v1XS6ViI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fpostcodepress&data=02%7C01%7Cheadofcommunications%40heritageopendays.org.uk%7C8e3ccc41604a46001f2908d83dd391df%7C0fba79b96423460d88eff9c3d4ca2e9f%7C0%7C0%7C637327326173380127&sdata=T8pY1Bn%2F4kZF1kCDo83KsKacdkPprinvjpEsJLEzdhw%3D&reserved=0

