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Heritage Open Days (HODs), England’s largest festival of history and culture, will return in September. This 

year, with support from players of People’s Postcode Lottery, HODs is celebrating England’s culinary 

customs.  

 

Each year, places across the country throw open their doors and give people the chance to see hidden 

places and try new experiences for free. This year’s theme is a tasty one: Edible England. 

 

We are increasingly becoming a nation of foodies and what we eat and drink is at the heart of much of our 

history and culture, our communities and daily lives. The theme will inspire a broad spectrum of events and 

activities, from revealing culinary tastes of the past, to going behind-the-scenes of modern production 

methods, exploring the customs and quirks that have developed around what we eat and drink, as well as 

the fascinating history of some of our regional and national specialties. 

 

Through a mix of in-person and digital events, communities will celebrate the stories of the places, plates 

and produce that are important to them, both locally and further afield. 

 

The event directory launches in June but to give you food for thought, culinary highlights include: 

• Discover the weird and wonderful foody traditions that took place in graveyards during the 

CemeTreats & Funeral Feasts tour at Wombwell Cemetery in Barnsley  

• Sample the ‘Taste of the Toon’ as you eat and drink your way around Graingertown in Newcastle 

upon Tyne 

• Picnic like a Victorian in Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire; examples of traditional fare will be shared in 

advance so you can channel your inner Mrs Beeton when creating your hamper  

• Learn about the history of food and class in Britain from Pen Volgler, the author of Scoff, at a talk in 

Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire 

 

Sarah Holloway, Programme Manager for Heritage Open Days, said: “Heritage Open Days is about 

connecting people, and nothing brings us together like food and drink. We’re excited to see what 

innovative events our organisers dish up and look forward to sharing new sites and stories as well as 

welcoming people back to some of England’s most vibrant places.” 

 

“Last year, for the first time, organisers embraced technology to deliver virtual tours, Q&As and behind the 

scenes experiences. We’re thrilled to encourage both in-person and online events again this year, so 

organisers and visitors can come together wherever they are.” 

 

Laura Chow, Head of Charities at People’s Postcode Lottery, said, “This year’s edible theme echoes the 

importance of people coming together to enjoy a shared experience after a very challenging year. I’m 

delighted that support from players of People’s Postcode Lottery is enabling people to get involved in new 

experiences to celebrate their heritage, community and history together.”   

 

Heritage Open Days is coordinated and promoted nationally by the National Trust with support from 

players of People’s Postcode Lottery. Every single Heritage Open Days event is free, including access to 

many sites that usually charge for admission.  

 

For further information, and to register your event, visit www.heritageopendays.org.uk. 
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A selection of photos from previous HODs events is available here. 
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Follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/heritageopenday 

Join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/heritageopendays 

Check us out on Instagram: www.instagram.com/heritageopendays 

Sign up to our Newsletter: https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/about/contact/hods-newsletter 

 

Notes to editors: 

  

About Heritage Open Days 

● Heritage Open Days is coordinated and promoted nationally by the National Trust with support 

from players of People’s Postcode Lottery, and run locally by a large range of organisations 

(including civic societies, heritage organisations, and local councils, community champions and 

thousands of enthusiastic volunteers) 

● Heritage Open Days is England’s contribution to European Heritage Days, taking place across 50 

countries. Other events in the UK are Doors Open Days in Scotland 

(www.doorsopendays.org.uk); Open Doors Days in Wales (www.cadw.wales.gov.uk/opendoors); 

European Heritage Open Days in Northern Ireland (www.communities-ni.gov.uk/articles/european-

heritage-open-days); Open House London (www.openhouselondon.org.uk) 

● Heritage Open Days will continue to monitor government guidance and public health advice in 

respect of the coronavirus pandemic and act in accordance with the requirements. The HODs 

website will be updated accordingly. Please check the site regularly for updates. 

  

People’s Postcode Lottery 

● People’s Postcode Lottery manages lotteries on behalf of 20 Postcode Trusts. People play with 

their chosen postcodes for a chance to win cash prizes. A minimum of 32% from each subscription 

goes directly to charities and good causes in Britain and internationally. Players have raised more 

than £700 million so far. For details of the charities and good causes which are promoting and 

benefitting from the lottery draws, please visit www.postcodelottery.co.uk/good-causes/draw-

calendar  

●  It costs £10 a month to play and winning postcodes are announced every day. The maximum 

amount a single ticket can win is 10% of the draw proceeds. For details, please visit 

www.postcodelottery.co.uk/prizes   

● New players can sign up to pay using direct debit by calling 0808 10 9 8 7 6 5. New players who 

sign up online at www.postcodelottery.co.uk can pay using direct debit, debit card or PayPal.  
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●   Postcode Lottery Limited is regulated by the Gambling Commission under licence numbers: 000-

000829-N-102511 and 000-000829-R-102513. Registered office: 2nd Floor, 31 Chertsey Street, 

Guildford, Surrey, England, GU1 4HD  

● Follow us @PPLComms 
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