
Rangers Reveal - Hazel’s Walk

Hi, I’m Hazel, the Senior Visitor Experience Officer at Avebury, 
which is cared for by the National Trust. Although the famous stone 
circle is often seen as the highlight, part of my role is also about 
creating experiences that help people explore the wonderful places 
we care for as part of the wider Wiltshire Landscape portfolio. 

Why I love this walk

This is a beautiful walk filled with fabulous views, wildlife and history. 
You’ll discover every possible type of terrain from steep chalk 
grassland, through to woodland, farmland and picturesque villages. In 
particular, a highlight has to be the 360-degree view from the top of 
Cley Hill, which is amazing. 

Animals to look out for

1. Look out for yellowhammer darting through the hedgerows. 
Their bright yellow head makes them hard to miss.

2. Buzzards, kestrels and the occasional hobby soar above the 
slopes on the west and north sides of Cley Hill.

3. Cattle graze freely on Cley Hill for much of the year 
which improves and increases the grassland habitat in an 
environmentally sound and sustainable way. 

route details

Challenging

5.5 hours

9.5 miles

Dog friendly

Access:
Challenging

Yellowhammer



Features to look out for

1. At the summit of Cley Hill are two 4000-year-old Bronze Age 
burial mounds, known as ‘barrows’. 

2. The steep slopes and thing soils provide the perfect conditions 
for chalk grassland flora and fauna to survive. The whole of Cley 
Hill is an island of biodiversity amongst the large and productive 
fields of this intensely agricultural county.

3. When at the top of Cley Hill you in the centre of a 2,500-year-
old Iron Age hillfort. On a clear day you can see Alfred’s Tour at 
Stourhead from here.

Directions

1. Park at the Cley Hill National Trust car park, signposted from the 
A362.

2. Leave via the gap next to the large wooden gate. Follow the 
stony track as it bends round to the right and then left.  

3. Download this PDF for a map, key points and directions.
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https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/uploads/_document-library/Walking_Challenge_Cley_Hill_Abbys_LOW_RES.pdf

