
Rangers Reveal - Neil’s Walk

Hi, I’m Neil - the Area Ranger for Grasmere and Great Langdale 
in the Lake District. I’ve been working for the National Trust for 
over 22 years. My work involves working to care and maintain many 
hectares of diverse landscapes in the Lake District. Rangers work 
with other staff and volunteers to maintain footpaths, gates, stiles 
and bridges. Rangers are the eyes and ears of the national park and 
provide a contact between visitors, local people and the National 
Trust.

Why I love this walk

High Close Garden is an arboretum (or tree garden) situated 
between Grasmere & Elterwater. The garden covers 11 acres and 
is part of the wider High Close estate which totals 535 acres. It 
is a tranquil and peaceful place, perfect for a stroll and a picnic. In 
its time the garden would have employed 9 gardeners and a path 
sweeper. However, in the years since the National Trust took over 
High Close, the maintenance has been undertaken by the Rangers 
and volunteers and this work is now ongoing to bring the garden 
back to life. 

Originally planted in the 1860s by Edward Balme, High Close 
features many exotic conifers from North America, as well a variety 
of Rhododendrons. The exposed location of the garden has resulted 
in many of the larger trees lost due to winds and winter storms. 
Several foreign plants species which were introduced in the late 
1800s have become invasive weeds, the worst being the American 
Raspberry, which until a few years ago covered almost two thirds of 
the garden. 

route details

Easy

1.5 hours

1.2 miles

Dog friendly

Access:
Moderate



Features to look out for

• If you’re feeling romantic, take a rest on one of the many stone 
“Courting Seats” set into the walls. 

• Stop on the bottom path for a picnic where the views open up 
across Loughrigg tarn and Elterwater.

• The arboretum now contains species grown as part of the 
International Conifer Conservation Programme, which aims to 
provide habitats for rare and threatened conifer species. Take a 
look at our detailed tree descriptions here. You can also scan the 
QR codes on the sign by each tree during your walk to access 
more information.

Animals to look out for

1. Roe Deer are a common sight in the garden and adjacent 
woodland. You may also see Red Deer, who as the name 
suggests are redder in colour. The males also have larger and 
more branched antlers than their Roe cousins.

2. If you’re lucky you can see our native Red Squirrels, whose 
numbers have been decimated by habitat loss and the 
introduction of the North American Grey Squirrel in the 1800s.

Directions

1. You can walk here from either Elterwater or Grasmere. If you 
are driving, park in our new car park next to YHA Hostel. If 
following SAT NAV, use: LA22 9HJ.

2. Enter from the wooden gates just off the main YHA car park. 
Here you’ll see two of the largest trees in the arboretum.

3. Follow the directional arrows round the arboretum, completing 
points 1-7 on the map found here.

4. If you want a longer walk, you can then follow the path into Low 
Wood, outside of the true arboretum, completing points 8-12 
on the map. 

5. To do this, follow the path from the Monterey Pine passing a 
wooden gate. Walk alongside the iron railings until you reach a 
second gate to take you into Low Wood. The track gets a little 
more rough, steep and muddy from here.

6. Follow the Victorian carriage track down into the woodlands, 
arrows will point the way. Follow the path by the fence 
boundary and return to the path back up to the YHA Car Park. 
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https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/sticklebarn-and-the-langdales/features/high-close-tree-guide
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/sticklebarn-and-the-langdales/trails/high-close-tree-trail

