
Rangers Reveal - Rachel’s Walk

Hi, I’m Rachel, Lead Ranger at Longshaw in the Peak District. My 
job is all about looking after Longshaw and the things that make it 
special, making sure that people are able to enjoy it. Our ranger 
team here do lots of fantastic work, from restoring habitats to 
monitoring wildlife, repairing footpaths, gates and fences, and 
rebuilding drystone walls. In total we look after over 700ha of the 
Peak District National Park. 

Why I love this walk

Longshaw has a huge variety of cultural heritage, and historic 
features, from pre-historic remains to industrial quarrying for 
millstones and dam building. This short walk is just a taste of what 
can be found in the surrounding area. Add to this the fantastic views 
of the surrounding moorlands, and the mosaic of rich wildlife that 
are part of the Longshaw Estate, and you’re in for a treat!

Animals to look out for

Northern Hairy Wood Ants
Look out for their nest mounds, made from pine needles, twigs, and 
plant stems. See if you can follow one of their trails from a nest to 
a tree, where you’ll find them “farming” aphids for a sugary liquid 
called honeydew.

Mandarin Ducks
First introduced to the UK from China, they have quickly become 
established following escapes from captivity. The male mandarin 
duck has elaborate plumage with distinctive long orange feathers. 
The female is dull by comparison with a grey head and white stripe 
behind the eye. In the autumn they moult their tired and worn 
feathers for shiny new ones. During this time, it can be difficult to 
tell males and females apart. However, look closely and you’ll see the 
males still have colourful beaks and curled tail feathers!

route details

Easy

2-3 hours

2 miles

Dog friendly

Access:
Moderate



Features to look out for

Peak District National Park Millstone. 
This old millstone shows the boundary and major rivers of the Peak 
District National Park - the UKs oldest, established in 1951. The 
campaign was driven by local Rambling groups and the purchase 
of the Longshaw Estate in 1927 by the people of Sheffield and 
surrounding towns, was a key part of increasing access to the 
countryside. Look out for more millstones along the walk.

Stone Gate Posts
These stone gate posts mark the boundary of what was the Sheffield 
Plantation, a commercial tree planting venture set up in 1815 by 
a group of Sheffield businessmen. Next to one of the posts is a 
“Companion Stone”, it is shaped as a compass needle and points 
towards a stone guide post that was erected in 1709 as part of the 
first sign posting system for travellers  -  can you spot it?  

Optional (small stream to cross!) - wander over and see if you can read 
the place names carved onto it.  Imagine the “trains” of packhorse 
ponies that have passed this way carrying salt, coal, and other goods.

Bronze Age Ring Cairn
This strange circular pile of stones is the remains of a Bronze Age 
Burial Cairn from around 3500 years ago. It would have contained 
the remains of people from Bronze Age settlements in the local area. 
It is thought that these cairns were boundary or territory markers, 
showing an ancestral claim and connection to the landscape.

Early Medieval Farmstead
Look out for the remains of an early medieval farmstead, dating 
from around 1100 AD. The population at the time was growing and 
wilder land was brought into cultivation. Among the trees you’ll see 
piles of rocks known as clearance cairns, which made growing crops 
easier. These farmsteads were later abandoned as the population 
decreased due to the onset of the ‘Black Death’.

Pond / Ha Ha wall / Longshaw Lodge
The pond at Longshaw is part of the designed landscape and lodge 
that the Duke of Rutland created in 1827. As you follow the path 
back to the lodge you’ll find a Ha Ha wall. This is a hidden wall sunk 
into the ground with a ditch in front of it, designed to keep livestock 
out, but not spoil the view!
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Directions

1. Park in Woodcroft car park, off the A6187 Owler Bar road near the Fox House pub.  Follow the 
brown tourist signs for Longshaw Estate (your satnav will be very inaccurate for the last half mile!)  
GR SK267,801

2. Follow the main path at the bottom of the car park, towards Longshaw Lodge, bear right towards 
the front of the Tearoom (currently being rebuilt, temporary catering is on site below the car park). 
The walk starts down the slope in front of the tearoom, where you will find the first point of interest 
– The Peak District National Park Millstone.

3. You are following a route marked with Orange arrows (but there are a couple of detours). Follow 
these arrows to help find your way.

4. Head left under the Yew trees onto a main track towards the stone gate posts.
5. At the crossroads turn right, then head downhill. You are walking through a stand of Oak trees, when 

you get to the end look right for the Scots Pine tree on its own. Head 90 degrees from the track 
towards this Pine and beyond it you will see the stones of the Bronze Age Ring Cairn. Return the 
same way, then continue downhill.

6. At the bottom of the downhill track turn left, then after a few metres take the right hand of the two 
paths. Cross a small stream and start to look for features of the Medieval Farmstead.  After another 
100m you will cross a dry ditch next to an Oak tree. Archaeological features are all around you. 
Return the same way, then carry straight on.  You may find some Wood Ants on you left as you get 
closer to the next block of trees.

7. Keep going straight on, through a footpath gate, and into an area of dense woodland. Turn right and 
uphill when you exit the trees. The path now heads towards the pond.

8. Keep the pond on your left and follow the path uphill through the Rhododendrons. When you 
emerge from the Rhododendrons the Ha Ha wall is above the path on your right - don’t fall in!

9. Keep following this path back to the start.


