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25 Remarkable Women 

One Extraordinary Festival  
 
 

 
 
 

Heritage Open Days and interactive theatre-makers non zero one  
unveil 25 new statues of women across England 

 
According to the Public Monuments & Sculpture Association report in January 2018, of the 925 
statues that dot our streets, parks and countryside, just 158 are women.  If that sounds shocking, 
here’s the really bad news.  Remove mythical, royal and anonymous female figures from the list 
and just 25 statues remained.   
 
Which is why, in a year that marks the centenary of the Universal Suffrage Act, Heritage Open 
Days commissioned put her forward.  The project, supported by players of People’s Postcode 
Lottery, explores who and how we choose to commemorate, with an aim of creating twenty-five 
new statues of living women. non zero one collected nominations online, in workshops and 
through conversations around the country, asking people to nominate women whose achievements 
have inspired, changed and empowered their community.  People nominated their co-workers, 
friends, family members, and people who have inspired and moved them; citing their achievements 
in fields as diverse as sport and academia, medicine and campaigning. 
 
From the hundreds of nominations received, 25 women – spanning every age and background - 
were chosen to be 3D scanned and 3D printed into small statues.  These 35cm sandstone figures 
embody a new definition of the word ‘statue’; intricate and pin-point accurate, a counterpoint to the 
pomp of classic Victorian statuary.  Each statue will be unveiled over the Heritage Open Days 
weekend, in a public space chosen by each of the women. You can find out where each unveiling 
will be happening by visiting www.putherforward.com. 
  
“put her forward is a bold and moving testimony to the range of remarkable women making their 
communities – and our country - better, fairer and more beautiful,” says Annie Reilly, HODs 
National Manager. “This new technology enables us to question and change the narrow ways in 
which we commemorate, and these 25 statues reflect the power of new stories being told in new 
ways.” 
 

 



6-9 & 13-16 September     www.heritageopendays.org.uk putherforward.co.uk 
 
NB: Full list of 25 women, with biogs, attached under separate cover 
 
For more information please contact:  
 
Annabelle Thorpe, National Media Manager 
0771 404 7862, annabelle.thorpe@heritageopendays.org.uk 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
About Heritage Open Days 
• Heritage Open Days is co-ordinated and promoted nationally by the National Trust with support from 

players of People’s Postcode Lottery, and run locally by a large range of organisations (including civic 
societies, heritage organisations, and local councils, community champions and thousands of enthusiastic 
volunteers). 

• Heritage Open Days is England’s contribution to European Heritage Days, taking place across 50 
countries. Other events in the UK are Doors Open Days in Scotland (www.doorsopendays.org.uk); Open 
Doors Days in Wales (www.cadw.wales.gov.uk/opendoors/?lang=en); European Heritage Open Days in 
Northern Ireland (www.ehsni.gov.uk); Open House London (www.open-city.org.uk) 

 
People’s Postcode Lottery 
 
• People’s Postcode Lottery is a lottery operator in which people play with their postcodes to win cash prizes, 
while raising money for charities and good causes across Great Britain and globally 
• A minimum of 32% from each subscription goes directly to charities, and players have raised £330 million 
for good causes so far 
• For £10 a month, players can win prizes every day: www.postcodelottery.co.uk/prizes  
• Maximum amount a single ticket can win is 10% of the draw revenue to a maximum of £400,000 
• Players can sign up by Direct Debit, credit card or PayPal online at www.postcodelottery.co.uk, or by 
calling 0808 10-9-8-7-6-5 
• Postcode Lottery Limited is regulated by the Gambling Commission under licences number: 000-000829-
N-102511-014 and Number: 000-000829-R-102513-013. Registered office: Titchfield House, 69/85 
Tabernacle Street, London, EC2A 4RR 
• People's Postcode Lottery manages lotteries promoted by different charities. For details on which society 
lottery is running each week, visit www.postcodelottery.co.uk/society 

 
non zero one 
 
non zero one creates experiences where the audience is active and vital. The artists’ group is formed of 
Sarah Butcher, Cat Harrison, John Hunter and Fran Miller and its work has been shown nationally and 
internationally since 2009. The company makes critically acclaimed live and digital interactive experiences 
for theatres, museums, galleries and public space, alongside an outreach programme working with groups 
from primary age upwards.  Most recently, with let’s take a walk (Barbican, 2016), the group worked with 
members of the public found via workshops and call-outs to create a collection of interactive journeys 
recorded by the individuals themselves, taking visitors to the Barbican on unique journeys via a smartphone 
app. The work was installed in the Barbican for 6 months, receiving over 18,000 visitors. 
 
“Ambitious, tech-savvy and collaborative… their work encompasses the best traits of their generation” 
Telegraph 
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